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1) A	Brief	Introduction	to
a. histHub
b. ortsnamen.ch

2) Definition	of	a	Place

3) Place	Types
a. Identity	Markers
b. Type	Assignment	through	Text	Analysis

Agenda
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• Authority	records for interlinking and	referencing basic entities
• Persons,	geographical places,	organisations,	concepts

• Ontological framework (CIDOC	CRM)
• 4	partner institutions:

• Historical	Lexicon of Switzerland (HLS)
• Swiss	Diplomatic Documents (DDS)
• Collection	of Swiss	Law	Sources	(SSRQ)
• Swiss	German	Dictionary	(Idiotikon)	with ortsnamen.ch

• Open	for collaboration

histHub
A	Collaborative	Open	Data	Platform	for	the	Historical	Sciences
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• Swiss	toponymy	platform
• Online	publication	of	toponymy	data
• Archive	for	toponymy	data
• Sub-project	of	the	Swiss	German	Dictionary	(Schweizerisches Idiotikon)

• About	0.5	million	place	names	(CH-DE)

• Linguistic	focus:
• Historical	records
• Etymologies

ortsnamen.ch
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Definition	of	a	“Place”

A	place	can	be	abstract	or	concrete.
It	always	comes	with	a	projection	
on	the	earth‘s	surface

A	place	has	(i.a.)
• 1+	names
• 1+	types
• 0+	functions
• A	localisation
• A	history

In	histHub,	places	are	considered	to	be	
geographically	localised	objects,	such	as:

• Streets
• Populated	places
• Buildings
• Waters
• Open	fields
• Mountains
• Forests
• Administrative	units
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Place	Types
Identity	Markers	and Type	Assignment
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The	Identity	of a	Geographical Place

Examples
a) A	town	becomes	part	of	a	city.

b) A	town	is	extinguished.	A	reservoir	
(artificial	lake)	is	built	where	the	town	was	
located.

Overall	question
How	much	may	a	place	change	over	time	without	being	perceived	another	place	instance?	

Approach

Search	for	Identity	Markers

à Typology	is	the	key

geodata ©	swisstopo
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Type	Assignment

Text	Analysis

- Text	source =	description text
- Part-of-speech tagging (focus on	nouns)
- Filter	out	tokens that are not	in	the
lemma based list of search patterns
(type	denominations combined with
regular expressions,	focus on	lemma
forms)

- List	of stop words (prepositions,	
cardinal points)

- Weight according to position


