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Aim of the presentation:

Check out the limits and possibilities of
Digital Humanities as a concept

Determine its challenges for contemporary
iterary studies

ntroduce some research results and
projects in literary studies done in Estonia
using digital technology




Main question:

Can Digital Humanities essentially be
considered as a tool or method for
literary research?

OR

Is It an entirely new approach in literary
studies, which has a potential to change
literary theory significantly?



Estonian experiences:

Since the second half of the 1990s

Mapping and analysing new forms of literary
genres in the digital environment

(digital / electronic literature)

Creating and developing innovative
experimental models of Estonian literary history
and representing them as content-based
Interactive information environments



First focus of our research

Digitally born literature
Has been studied in Estonia since 1996

Hypertextual poems

Complex works of digital literature
combining different media

Literature born on social media, (e.g.
twitterature, social media poetry, Alt Lit)




Hypertextual poem , Trepp” (Stairs,1996)
by Hasso Krull

ta tormab mooda
marmorist treppe Ules
uleval ootab teda

kahe peaga lohe

ta raiub maha lohe
kaks pead

nende asemele kasvab
kaks jalga

ta raiub maha jalad
kasvab kaks katt

ta raiub maha kaed

ja sinna kasvavad silmad

http://www.eki.ee/kodud/krull/
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Question:

Is Digital Humanities able to offer a new
framework for analyzing digital literature?

So far, highly varied approaches have been
used:

1) the studies of hypertextuality
2) cybertext theory

3) narratology

4) trans- and intermediality

5) participatory culture

6) postmodernism



Second focus of our research

Three large-scale experimental projects for
digital representation of Estonian literary history
in 1997-2018.

The objective of these projects was to develop
principally new models of Estonian literary
history in the digital environment.

These activities were based on the research of
(intertextual) relations between authors, literary
works and critical metatexts



Hypertextual model
http:/ /www2.kirmus.
ee/erni

ERNI — Eesti kirjanduslugu tekstides 1924-2
(The Estonian Literary History in Texts)

The first literary project of the Estonian Tiger Leap
program

Estonian Literary Museum, Marin Laak, Piret Viires & Virve
Sarapik, 1997-2001
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Project ,,The Estonian National Epic The Kalevipoeg by
Friedrich Reinhold Kreutzwald”

project CULTOS — Cultural Units of Learning: Tools and
Services (IST-2000-28134) - www.cultos.org

University of Tartu, Marin Laak & Piret Viires, 2001-2003
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Relations based model

http://kreutzwald .kirmus.ee

,Kreutzwaldi sajand

Kreutzwaldi |
F.R. Kreutzw:

J. W. Goethe,

sandr Pu Hans Christian Ferenc Liszt
E Frédéric Cho

J. C. Petri raz Pamus avata
Esimene eest Esimene raan
Keiser Aleksz Suur suremu "Be

Ajateljed
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ISIKULEKSIKON FOTOD

Eessona

.Kreutzwaldi sajand” on Eesti Kirjandusmuuseumi
malupaik veebis — arenev, taienev, ideele avatud!

Veebi sisu Ulesehituse keskmes on EESTI KIRJANIK. Siit
leiate: isikututvustused, fotoarhiivid, teosed. Autorite valik
algab Lauluisast, F. R. Kreutzwaldist, temast alates kdik
19. sajandil sindinud kirjanikud — seeparast siis
Kreutzwaldi sajand".

fotoarhiivid — EKM

NB! RAAMATUD - valiku aluseks esmatriikid. Lehitsejas
on 3 eri formaati.

|. Piltidena - kdik esmatriikid (triikised) kuni 1924.
II. Tekstina (html) — autoridiguste altvabad raamatud (st
mitte TEOSED, Gksikud jutud, luuletused kogumikest)

IIl. E-raamatutena - koosto6 Tartu Linnaraamatukoguga

EESt KiRiANOUSMUUSEIT

Es10nian LitERARY MUSEVH

Kreutzwaldi sajand

EESTI KULTUURILOOLINE VEEB

HELI KALEVIPOEG

Teated

Siin on uue tarkvara testversioon — nuti-telefonidele ja
tahvelarvutitele.

Siinse testversiooni sisu kantakse le senisele
“Kreutzwaldi sajandi” aadressile:

hitp /kreutzwald kirmus ee - siin on praegu seni to6tanud
versioon (arhiveeritakse).

Sisu taieneb iga paevaga. Tagasiside ja teated vigadest
on oodatud:

Marju Mikkel: marju@kirmus.ee

i Adson , Artur s Eesti 20. saj kirjanikud
e Alle , August (1890  %a Euroopa 19. saj kirjanikke
__ Anvelt, Jaan %a Faehimanni kogu

4 Aspe , Elisabeth (¢ %' Jaan Tonissoni galerii

. Ast,Karl W Joepere mois

) Bergmann ,Jaan (" % Kaarli mdis

Bornhdhe , Eduard % Kalevipoja kunst

Kogud

NOOR EESTI SUNDMUSED

Projektist

KREUTZWALDI SAJAND — on IXX saj. ja XX sajandi |
poole eesti kultuuri ajaloo veebivarav. Siit leiate
i allikad. id KS kogudes
Eesti Kirj: i
arhiividest: eesti Kultuuriloolisest Arhiivist ja
Arhiivraamatukogust.

IDEEST

Siinsed allikmaterjalid on arhiividest valja toodud ja
digiteeritud sisu - eesti vanem kirjanduslugu - alusel. Kui
projekti esi etapis i "] i " autori F.
R.Kr i elule ja i i siis
tanaseks on kattesaadavaks tehtud kdikide Kreutzwaldi
stnnisajandil, 19. sajandil siindinud eesti kirjanike elu ja
looming.

AJALUGU
Projekti idee on valja kasvanud 2003. aastal .F.R.

- eesti kultuurilooline veeb*

(Kreutzwald’s Century: the Estonian Cultural History

Web)

Estonian Literary Museum, Marin Laak et all, since 2004 - ...


http://kreutzwald.kirmus.ee/
http://kreutzwald.kirmus.ee/
http://kreutzwald.kirmus.ee/
http://kreutzwald.kirmus.ee/
http://kreutzwald.kirmus.ee/
http://kreutzwald.kirmus.ee/
http://kreutzwald.kirmus.ee/
http://kreutzwald.kirmus.ee/
http://kreutzwald.kirmus.ee/
http://kreutzwald.kirmus.ee/

The base of the Estonian web-
projects:

1) Each project had its own unique literary
theoretical concept.

2) The visualisation of textual networks was
preceded by long-term research using traditional
methods of literary studies:

Textual analysis
Reception aesthetics
Semiotics
Intertextuality



The base of the Estonian web-projects:

3) The studies of new media
and communication were

also taken into account in T G Tk
cooperation with researchers User’s Practices and
of SOCiOlOgy of new media. Cultural Transformations

P. Runnel, P. Pruulmann-
Vengerfeldt, P. Viires, M.
Laak (eds., 2013)

The Digital Turn: User’s
Practices and Cultural

Pille Runnel /Pille Pruulmann-Vengerfeldt /
Piret Viires /Marin Laak (eds.)

Transformations.




Final and so far open-ended
guestion

Can Digital Humanities essentially be
considered as a tool or method for literary
research?

- OR

Is it an entirely new approach in literary
studies, which has a potential to change
literary theory significantly?



Questions for discussion:

Can we talk about digital literary studies
that can be considered a new discipline In
the realm of Digital Humanities?

- OR

Can we talk about literary studies in the
digital age that uses digital tools and
methods?

A further discussion is needed for finding
answers to these challenging questions.



Thank you!

piret.viires@tlu.ee
marin.laak@kirmus.ee
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