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Linked Data Approach
1. Harvest data
2. Transform into a harmonized data model
3. Map to shared ontologies, registries of people, places, etc.
4. Enrich data with links to external sources
5. Publish as Linked (Open) Data
6. Provide analysis and visualization tools



Letter Data Model



Prosopographical Data



CIDOC CRM for event modeling



Bio CRM: extending CIDOC with roles

https://seco.cs.aalto.fi/projects/biographies/

https://seco.cs.aalto.fi/projects/biographies/


Example: events and roles
bioc:Event

:Ecclesiastical_Event 
:Baptism

Roles: :Officiant, :Baptismal_Candidate, :Godfather, :Godmother, :Religion 
:Confirmation 

Roles: :Officiant, :Confirmation_Candidate, :Religion
...

:Educational_Event
:Political_Event
:Professional_Event
:Social_Status_Change
...



Ontology infrastructure

Places People
VIAF, CERL, Getty ULAN...“London isPartOf England”





Which Oxford?



Person search widget

https://github.com/SemanticComputing/federated-sp
arql-search-widget

Demo: http://www.ldf.fi/dev/people-search-widget/

https://github.com/SemanticComputing/federated-sparql-search-widget
https://github.com/SemanticComputing/federated-sparql-search-widget
http://www.ldf.fi/dev/people-search-widget/




Reconciliation toolkit
● Mare: simple map/reduce tool for preprocessing 

spreadsheets
● Recon: semi-automatic matching tool for attaching strong 

identifiers to entities (e.g., people, places)

https://github.com/jiemakel/mare
https://github.com/jiemakel/recon

https://github.com/jiemakel/mare
https://github.com/jiemakel/recon


Input letter dataset















EMLO catalogue sizes (RAW tool)



Samuel Hartlib’s social relations (Palladio tool)





Mapping the Republic of Letters, case study by Edelstein et al., 2010–





Thank you!

http://www.republicofletters.net

http://emlo.bodleian.ox.ac.uk
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