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Sharing letters and art as digital cultural heritage,
co-operation and basic research

Albert Edelfelts brev

edelfelt.fi

In 2017 letter collections of the Finnish artist Albert
Edelfelt (1854-1905) were adopted as a Cultural
Heritage in the National Register of Unesco’s Memory
Memory of of the World. Albert Edelfelts brev is a web publication
the World developed at the Society of Swedish Literature in

Finland (SLS). In co-operation with the Finnish National Gallery, we
publish letters of Albert Edelfelt combined with pictures of his artworks.
The co-operation between institutions and basic research of the material
has enabled a unique reconstruction of Edelfelt’s artistry and his time,
freely available to researchers and other users.
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 The website Albert Edelfelts brev
launched in September 2014.

 Our intention is to publish all the
letters Albert Edelfelt wrote to his
mother Alexandra (1833-1901). The
collection consists of 1.310 letters, In
the care of SLS.

« To our disposal we also have close to
7.000 pictures of Edelfelts paintings
and sketches in the care of the Finnish
National Gallery.

Searchability

The editors do basic research in
Identifying artworks, persons, locations and

Three challenges for the web publication
Albert Edelfelts brev:

How to combine 1) a tradition of scholarly
text-based digital humanity, 2) with digital
representation of a cultural heritage, and
3) make it a relevant source for users.
Here is how we have done it, and how we
further plan to develop the website.

Forekomster i brev

d. 15 febr 86 15 februari 1886

Artworks

On an artwork-
page users find a
picture and earlier
sketches of the
artwork. All the
events from the
letter abstracts,

Edelfelt visste att Standertskjéld var i antdgande och "svingde upp” tva pasteller:

dam i Boulognerskogen och vy frin Luxembourgtridgarden med bonner och

bebéer; detta for att Standertskjold skulle fa vilja, men han bestillde bida: damen

fér 2000 och Luxembourgtridgirden fér 60o0. "Au Bois de Boulogne” #r néistan € v
firdig och "I Luxembourg-tridgirden” kommer att vara intressant att méla. "I
Luxembourg-tridgirden" blir lika stor som "Lérdagskvill vid Hammars". Edelfelt -

har gjort flera teckningar for "I Luxembourgtridgarden”, kiinner att han gar framit i §
ikonsten.

Méandag 1 mars 86 1 mars 1886

Edelfelt har arbetat mycket, ska bli sként att "sl& dank" i sddern; reser om lérdag -
och &r framme i Nizza om séndag.

Paris, Onsdag d. 14 april 1886 14 april 1886

"Horatius och Lydia" gir inte bra; Edelfelt ska ga ut i Luxembourg-tridgarden si
snart det blir sol, det moderna intresserar mer in romerska ateljéfigurer. Edelfelt
har tecknat i Luxembourgtridgarden igar.

ta ed to the Paris Paskafton 86 24 april 1886
g g Edelfelt mélar skisser till "I Luxembourgiridgirden”, har gjort en studie 1 Madame o
£ Bertaux tradgard. Edelfelt har litet Salongsfeber; blir glad om han har framging o

S p e C I I C a r WO r och om "I Luxembourg-tridgirden” blir bra. Bérjar méla "I Luxembourg-

I - d - ! triidgarden” den 3 eller 4 maj.

= Paris d. 28 april 86 28 april 1885

chronological e S
O rde rl Paris, tisdag d. 11 maj 86 11 maj 1885

Edelfelt har lanat amma och bébé av Pincharts bror, mast
fér att gbra croguiser, skisser.

e gi ner till tridgarden

Persons

On a person-page, users find basic
facts and links to other webpages
with information about the person.
Any events from the letter abstracts
mentioning the person are listed as
well. Tagging persons to events,
makes it possible to build graphs of a
person’s social network, based on
how many times other persons are
tagged to the same events.

subjects. This makes it easier for the user to
navigate the material. Each letter, artwork and
person has a page of its own. Even locations and
subjects are listed and searchable.

Location

Letter

From Edelfelt to his
mother

Mentioned in Events [NaS

or is where a Letter
was written

Letters

Each letter has a permanent web resource identifier
(URN:NBN). Permanent id URN:NBN:fi:sls-3308-1403107529700 @

We tag using reference words from
ALLARS (common thesaurus in Swedish).

Innehall

Edelfelt har tand- och kikvirk, som inte har blivit b

The letters are available as
facsimile pictures of the hand-
written page. We write abstracts
of the content, divide them into
seperate “events” and tag all
mentioned:

Vadret dr soligt, men blasigt.

Edelfelt levererade portrittet av Mademoiselle Gros|
uttryckte sin tillfredsstillelse med portrittet och Ed|

var vemod i luften.

artworks
persons

locations

PRESENT

The current system had the initial challenge of how to make a
handwritten text searchable. This results in abstracts, divided into
"events”, to which we tag metadata. The tagged events make it
possible to collect all the relevant information the letters contain

about a person, artwork or a location into one place. They also make
it possible to demonstrate a person’s social network with a graph. By
giving each artwork a separate page, we can combine all relevant
information from the letters with pictures of the artwork and its
earlier sketches.

Artwork

Describes part a ls mentioned in

Letter's content Events

Picture

A sketch or final
version of an artwork

Person

ls mentioned in
Events

Open science and copyright

Apart from researchers, we want to open up the cultural heritage to a
broader public and group of users. Each month the editorial staff writes
a blog post on SLS-bloggen. Albert Edelfelts brev also have a profile on
Facebook.

The web publication is open access. The mix of different sources and
the co-operation between heritage institutions has led to a mix of
licenses for how users can copy and redistribute the published material.
The pictures of the artworks are copyrighted, while the letters, texts and
data have Creative Commons-licenses. Data with Creative Commons-
licenses is freely available as open data through a REST API.

FUTURE

The development of transcription programs for handwritten texts,
makes it probable that we include fulltext searchable transcriptions
of the letters.

We would like to find a common practice for user rights; if
possible, that all the material would have the same license. We
intend to invite other institutions with artworks of Edelfelt to co-
operate, and thus make a complete as possible site with the
artworks of Edelfelt.

We plan to offer the metadata and some of the source material in
Finnish and, hopefully, English translations.

Albert Edelfelts brev edelfelt.fi, www.facebook.com/albertedelfeltsbrev, Elisabeth.Stubb@sls.fi



