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Abstract. The second generation humanities pertains to a synergy of the humanistic thought and knowledge with the digital tools that deal with ‛big-data‘ analysis (i.e. processing, visualization, presentation and popularization of research results). This short paper describes a pilot study pertaining to the linguistic analysis of meaning with regard to the word ladder[EN]/drabina[PL] taking into account views of digital humanities.  Therefore, WordnetLoom mapping is introduced as one of the existing research tools proposed by CLARIN ERIC research and technology infrastructure. It is a lexico-semantic network, in which the lexeme ladder/drabina is defined implicitly in reference to other words and presented in a ‛concept map‘ via WordNetLoom Viewer (an application enabling display of plWordNet entries). The semantic network of the word ladder/drabina represents semantic relations, i.e. synonymy {partial, (inter)register, (inter)pragmatic}, hyponymy, holonymy, meronymy, hyperonymy. A path to the highest hyperonym is constructed in the following order: an entity, physical entity, object, artifact, stairway. Moreover, the explicated material comprises retrospective remarks and interpretations provided by 74 respondents, who took part in a survey. A detailed classification of multiple word’s meanings is presented in a tabular way (showing the number of contexts, in which participants accentuate the word ladder/drabina) along with some comments and opinions. Undoubtedly, the results suggest that apart from the general domain of the word offered for consideration, most of its senses can usually be attributed to linguistic recognitions. A great part of survey participants was able to unify the meanings of the word ladder/drabina by matching a direct sense out of the provided collection of word meanings in the adequate context. Language users can easily determine the denotative meanings of the word, as well as exemplify that lexeme in connotative sentences by illustrating their point through metaphors or idiomatic expressions. However, in several instances the answers were marked by doubt due to a lack of knowledge, uncertainty or carelessness in answering the questions.   In other words, the majority of subjects took notice of the general understanding of the word ladder/drabina in an ordinary domain and then proceeded to its interrelated senses (depending on the personal wisdom and understanding of concepts).  The linguistic background, however, was indispensable in determining the word’s annotations. 
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