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DF briefly

• Present project 2015−2018, first version 

published online early 2000’s.

• www.arkisto.fi/df

• After the project development continues in the 

National Archives → Diplomatarium Fennicum 

editorial board.

• Two aspects: Online service ↔ Research data.
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http://www.arkisto.fi/df


DF: numbers

• 6853 textual entities (charters, excerpts, mixed material), from ca.800 to 1530.

• Textual corpus based on Finlands Medeltidsurkunder (FMU) which covers 
the whole time period, new entries added in 2017.
– FMU corpus: 1−6726.

– DF 6727−6856: entries from the Apostolic penitentiary archives, previously 
published.

– DF 6857−6865: previously unedited charters from Tallinn city archives, published 
for the first time in Diplomatarium Fennicum.

• Digital reproductions of  over 1400 documents.

• Ca. 25 000 references (to editions, databases, archival sources, research 
literature, etc.).

• Metadata concerning languages, dates and places of  issue, persons, index 
terms, etc.

• Ca. 1,2 million words, 200 000 + textmined variant entities.
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Diplomatarium Fennicum Codices Fennici

Fragmenta Membranea

Medieval Research Infrastructures in Finland
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Nordic Research Infrastructures
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• Developing and maintaining overlapping structures 

wastes resources.

• Division on modern boundaries is anachronistic 

and problematic for research.

• Shared datamodels and infrastructures would serve 

memory organisations as well as research.

• Possibility of  shared “tools”.
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• OCR, Handwritten text recognition 

(READ), NER → data will multiply

• Abundance of  data: a blessing and a curse

• So, how to tackle all of  this?
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• Links between textual entities, with 

permanent identifiers

• Metadata models standardised

• Shared ontologies, registers, dictionaries

• Separate databases, combined virtually

• Databases combined into one, separate 

digital collections

• Continuous support and development 

needed → technological advances are rapid

• Research ↔ Infrastructures



www.arkisto.fi/df
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Thank you!

seppo.eskola@arkisto.fi

lauri.leinonen@arkisto.fi


