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The research questions

* What view of the world did Swedish nineteenth-century newspapers
offer their readership?

* (how) did the geographic horizon change over the course of the
century?



2 dominating narratives of the 19t century press

* nationalisation * globalisation

BENEDICT ANDERSON
THE CULTURE OF
TIME AND SPACE
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THE PROGRESS OF THE CENTURY.

THE LIGHTNING STEAM PRESS.

THE ELECTRIC TELEGRAPH.

THE LOCOMOTIVE.

THE STEAMBOAT.

125 NASSAU ST. NEW YORK

‘time—space compression’
starting around 1850
(Harvey 1990, 264—-67)

‘The technology of
communication and
transportation and the
expansion of literacy made it
possible for more people to
read about new distant places
in the newspapers [...] human
consciousness expanded
across space’

(Kern 1983, 34)

‘Offneten
Kommunikationsraume [...]
vom lokalblatt bis zur
Londoner Times’
(Osterhammel 2010, 63)
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DIGITAL METHOD
* SweNER (Named Enity Recognition)
* No hierarchies between different text categories

MANUAL METHOD
* Top 500,000 words (not in comparative corpus)
e Search and match in data
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vandrare , under hvars fotter den djupa , af ingen dagg bundna landsvadgsdammet hdgt
upphvirflade . <TIMEX TYPE="TME" SBT="DAT">en stund</TIMEX> héllo de bada — manskan och
djuret — hvilka i hdllning och uttryck visade en férunderlig fréndskap , j&mna steg .
coyoten hade samma likhet med sin civiliserade , harmldése broder , hunden , som trampen
*%) x) p.arielmni %) tiamp » knlle mojligen kuun-i 6fvei » ttas med landitrrknie ,
vagabond eller fotgangare , vandrare ; att under nasta januari manad jemte uppe .
hallande af egen befattning bestrid » pastor i guthem« pastorat iliggande prasterlig
tjanst » » 6ring . <ENAMEX TYPE="LOC" SBT="PPL">skaraborgs</ENAMEX> lans arl-
marleganqspris for ar 1889 & en hektoliter fpanmdl . 7, ré@g och '/, korn , &r <NUMEX
TYPE="MSR" SBT="CUR">6 kr</NUMEX> . <NUMEX TYPE="MSR" SBT="CUR">68 6re</NUMEX> och
medelmarlegdngs » priset @ en hektoliter samma slags fpanmal 7 tr. <NUMEX TYPE="MSR"
SBT="CUR">77 Ore</NUMEX> . praftanlehjalpsregleringen inom stiftet for innewarande
ecklefiastilar har blifwit utsatt att féretagas & lonsiftorii fessionsrum onsda » gen
<TIMEX TYPE="TME" SBT="DAT">den 19 januari</TIMEX> 11 . 10 f. m . ansdkningstiden till
lediga lomminiffersbe » stallningen i torso pastorat utgar hos dom » lapillet harstades
mandagen den 17 nasta fe » bruari 11 . 12 pa dagen . » vall som handt 1889 . en
dterblick frédn <ENAMEX TYPE="LOC" SBT="PPL">stockholms</ENAMEX> horisont .
utrikespolitik . det flydda drets politiska historia &r just ej synnerligen
hédndelsediger . védrldens blickar ha hufvudsakiigen varit riktade pd ett hall : pd
<ENAMEX TYPE="LOC" SBT="PPL">frankrike</ENAMEX> . detta var ju ocksd helt naturligt .
darifradn kunde man under <TIMEX TYPE="TME" SBT="DAT">sekulararet 1889</TIMEX> vanta
snart sagdt hvilka héndelser som hdlst . ocksd &r det icke utan oro och i alla fall
spanning , som reaktionens man spejat efter hvad som rérde sig bland det franska

folket . bérjan af &ret sdg ganska hotfull ut . <TIMEX TYPE="TME" SBT="DAT">den 27
januari</TIMEX> blef drets politiske gyckelmakpre <ENAMEX TYPE="PRS"
SBT="HUM">boulanger</ENAMEX> vald i paris och i medio af februari sdg sig den franska
ministdrens framste man ftoquet tvungen att uttrdda ur konseljen . loulangerrérelsen
hotade att rycka en god del af <ENAMEX TYPE="LOC" SBT="PPL">franska nationen</ENAMEX>
med sig , men i ratta 6gonblicket grepo republikanerna med kraft in i handelserna .
<ENAMEX TYPE="PRS" SBT="HUM">boulanger</ENAMEX> » t&ldes under &tal fér
fosterlandsférrdderi och l&mnade <TIMEX TYPE="TME" SBT="DAT">i bérjan af april</TIMEX>
som feg flykting det land han férut férrddt och det parti som héjt honom upp . detta
raddade republiken och — utst@llningen . denna , det franska folkets och den tredje
republikens stérsta fredliga bragd , &r ovedersdgligen drets stérsta héndelse . den har
samlat alla nationer och hela varldens intresse kring det franska folket ; den &r en
revanche , odndligt stérre &n <TIMEX TYPE="TME" SBT="DAT">1871 &rs</TIMEX> nederlag ;
den har ock varkat i hela <ENAMEX TYPE="LOC" SBT="PPL">europa</ENAMEX> som en
framdtskridandets , en liberalismens surdeg , och vdlgérande reagerat mot — reaktionen .
<TIMEX TYPE="TME" SBT="DAT">den 5 maj</TIMEX> , pd den mérkliga dag , dd grunden lades
till revolutionen och den nyare tidens storartade utveckling , 6ppnades denna
utstadllning och fortgick <TIMEX TYPE="TME" SBT="DAT">i 5 mdnader</TIMEX> . <TIMEX
TYPE="TME" SBT="DAT">samma dag</TIMEX> firades afven i <ENAMEX TYPE="LOC"
SBT="PPL">stockholm</ENAMEX> minnet af den stora varldstilldragelsen med en glansande
féast & hotell <ENAMEX TYPE="ORG" SBT="CRP">continental</ENAMEX> , dar fasttalet hélls af
den <TIMEX TYPE="TME" SBT="DAT">nyss</TIMEX> foérut <TIMEX TYPE="TME" SBT="DAT">i slutet
af april</TIMEX> valde riksdagsmannen for <ENAMEX TYPE="LOC" SBT="PPL">stockholm</
ENAMEX> adolf hedin , och verser fdoredrogos , forfattade af den unge skalden <ENAMEX
TYPE="PRS" SBT="HUM">edvard fredin</ENAMEX> , hvilkeu en mdnad darefter lykte sina égon
for alltid . inrikes handelser . hedins val i <ENAMEX TYPE="LOC" SBT="PPL">stockholm</



The result

Year 1850 Year 1890

e Corpus circa 400,000 words e Corpus c:a 1,700,000 words

* N:o loc NER: 1,963 (corrected) * N:o loc NER: 19,914 (corrected)
* N:o loc Erik: 1,359 * N:o loc Erik: 8,129

* Total locs: 3,322 e Total locs: 28,043

* Unique locs: 305 * Unique locs: 1,206

* 830 locs/100,000 words. e 1,171 locs/100,000 words.
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Vénersborg

' Goteborg

EIN stockholm
[ Trollhittan
Malmé
EI skara

“ Slesvig
Alingsas
FF Orebro
Boras
Karlstad
Uddevalla
Amal
Uppsala
FI J6nkoping
X3 Lidkoping
EERN Berlin
Ulricehamn
X Mariestad
FEI Holstein
EEMN Koépenhamn
EZ Lund
EE Norrképing
EIF Falkoping
Kalmar
EEIM Paris
EEI Falkenberg
T Hamburg
EEW London
73 Hull

FE Christiania
Kristianstad
EEI Majorna
W Arvika

a Frankfurt

m Libeck
E3 wien
Flensburg

a Kiel

101,5 Sweden

51,75 Sweden

40,5 Sweden

18,25 Sweden

16,75 Sweden

16 Sweden

15,25 Denmark/German confed.
12,25 Sweden

12,25 Sweden

10,25 Sweden

9,25 Sweden

9 Sweden

9 Sweden

8,75 Sweden

8,5 Sweden

8,25 Sweden

8 Prussia/German confed.
6,75 Sweden

6,5 Sweden

6,25 Denmark

5,75 Denmark

5,75 Sweden

5,75 Sweden

5,5 Sweden

5,5 Sweden

5,5 France

5 Sweden

4,75 Tyska forbundet
4,75 England

4,25 England

4 (Sweden-)Norway
4 Sweden

4 Sweden

3,75 Sweden

3,75 German confed.
3,75 German confed.
3,75 Austrian Empire
3,25 Danmark

3 Denmark/German confed.

____llocation __|Amount |State/nation _____|Province _________|

Vastergotland

Vastergotland/Halland/
Bohuslan
S6dermanland/Uppland
Vastergotland

Skane

Vastergotland

Vastergotland
Narke
Vastergotland
Varmland
Bohuslan
Dalsland
Uppland
Smaland
Vastergotland

Vastergotland
Vastergotland

Skane
Ostergétland
Vastergotland
Smaland

Halland

Vastergotland
Varmland

Location frequency
per 100,000 words

<1850

1890->

|__lLocation ______|Amount State/nation ____|Province _______________

Vanersborg

u Goteborg
EI Trollhittan
3 stockholm
3 Oxnered
[3 uddevalla
EI Herrljunga
EM Mellerud
Skara

FEN Amal
Grastorp
FE Boras
Frandefors
FEN Paris
Képenhamn
FIl Alingsas
EZ3 London
FEN Berlin
FZW Marstrand
E Jonkoping
FI Malmé
EEM Lund

FEM Bralanda
ELM Uppsala
Karlstad
m Wien

EEM Orebro
EI Newcastle
Lidkoping
EEM christiania
EEM Lilla Edet
ETM Ulricehamn
New York
EEM Ljungskile
KM vargén
M Gerdhem
s [

251
114

Sweden
Sweden

Sweden
Sweden
Sweden
Sweden
Sweden
Sweden
Sweden
Sweden
Sweden
Sweden
Sweden
France
Denmark
Sweden
England
German Empire
Sweden
Sweden
Sweden
Sweden
Sweden
Sweden
Sweden
Sweden
Sweden
England
Sweden
(Sweden-)Norway
Sweden
Sweden
United States
Sweden
Sweden
Sweden
Sweden
Sweden

Sweden

Vastergotland
Vastergotland/Halland/Bohuslan

Vastergotland
Sédermanland/Uppland
Vastergotland
Bohuslan
Vastergotland
Dalsland
Vastergotland
Dalsland
Vastergotland
Vastergotland
Dalsland

Vastergotland

Bohuslan
Smaland
Skane
Skane
Dalsland
Uppland
Varmland

Narke
Vastergotland

Bohuslan
Vastergotland

Bohuslan
Vastergotland
Vastergotland
Vastergotland
Bohuslan

Dalsland



____llocation __]Amount _|State/Nation Province _______|

Vanersborg 101,5

' Goteborg

EIN stockholm
[ Trollhittan
Malmé
FI skara

n Slesvig
Alingsas
FF Orebro
Boras
Karlstad
Uddevalla
Amal
Uppsala
FI J6nkoping
EZ3 Lidkoping
EERN Berlin

Ulricehamn

EXI Mariestad
FEI Holstein

EEMN Koépenhamn

EZ Lund
EE Norrképing
EFA Falkoping
Kalmar
EEIM Paris
EEI Falkenberg
T Hamburg
EEW London
73 Hull

FE Christiania

Kristianstad

EEI Majorna
B Arvika

a Frankfurt

m Libeck
E3 Wien
Flensburg
E Kiel

51,75

40,5
18,25
16,75
16
15,25

12,25
12,25
10,25
9,25
9

9
8,75
8,5
8,25
8
6,75
6,5
6,25
5,75
5,75
5,75
5,5
5,5
5,5

5
4,75
4,75
4,25
4

4

4
3,75
3,75

3,75

3,75
3,25
3

Sweden
Sweden

Sweden
Sweden
Sweden
Sweden

Denmark/German confed.

Sweden
Sweden
Sweden
Sweden
Sweden
Sweden
Sweden
Sweden
Sweden

Prussia/German confed.

Sweden
Sweden
Sweden
Denmark
Sweden
Sweden
Sweden
Sweden

France

Sweden
German confed.
England
England
(Sweden-)Norway
Sweden
Sweden
Sweden
German confed.

German confed.

Osterrike-Ungern
Denmark

Denmark/German confed.

Vastergotland

Vastergotland/Halland/

Bohuslan

S6dermanland/Uppland

Vastergotland
Skane
Vastergotland

Vastergotland
Narke
Vastergotland
Varmland
Bohuslan
Dalsland
Uppland
Smaland
Vastergotland

Vastergotland
Vastergotland

Skane
Ostergétland
Vastergotland
Smaland

Halland

Vastergotland
Varmland

Location frequency
per 100,000 words

<1850

1890->

|__llocation _____|Amount [State/nation Province ____________

Wl Vénersborg
B Goteborg
EJM Trollhattan
[ stockholm
Bl Oxnered
A uddevalla
m Herrljunga
EBl Mellerud
Skara

FER Amal

m Grastorp
Boras
Frandefors
Paris

m Képenhamn
m Alingsas
m London
EEN Berlin
m Marstrand
FEl Jénképing
FI30 Malms
FX Lund

EXJ Brélanda
EIM Uppsala
m Karlstad
EZ Wien

EEN Orebro
EIl Newcastle
Lidkoping
E Christiania
EEJ Lilla Edet
m Ulricehamn
New York
m Ljungskile
il vargon
Ez3 Gerdhem
5 T

251
114
99
98
48
48
23
22
16
16
13

Sweden
Sweden
Sweden
Sweden
Sweden
Sweden
Sweden
Sweden
Sweden
Sweden
Sweden
Sweden
Sweden
France
Denmark
Sweden
England
German Empire
Sweden
Sweden
Sweden
Sweden
Sweden
Sweden
Sweden
Sweden
Sweden
England
Sweden

(Sweden-)Norway

Sweden
Sweden
United States
Sweden
Sweden
Sweden
Sweden
Sweden

Sweden

Vastergotland

Vastergotland/Halland/Bohuslan

Vastergotland

Sédermanland/Uppland

Vastergotland
Bohuslan
Vastergotland
Dalsland
Vastergotland
Dalsland
Vastergotland
Vastergotland
Dalsland

Vastergotland

Bohuslan
Smaland
Skane
Skane
Dalsland
Uppland
Varmland

Narke
Vastergotland

Bohuslan
Vastergotland

Bohuslan
Vastergotland
Vastergotland
Vastergotland
Bohuslan

Dalsland



International perspective of Aftonbladet

e Big daily "national” newspaper,
published in Stockholm.

* Corpus
—1850: 6,500,000 words
Sample NER loc precision:
about 79 %

—1890: 8,000,000 words
Sample NER loc precision:
about 74 %




Top 500 locations in Aftonbladet

Aftonbladet 1850 Aftonbladet 1890

W Swedish locs W Swedish locs

M European locs M European locs
W Outside Europe W Outside Europe

Waters Waters




Total mentions of locations within the top 500

1850 1890

W Swedish locs W Swedish locs

M European locs M European locs
W Outside Europe W Outside Europe

Waters Waters




Results

* This study observes a third process of the nineteenth-century press —
one of regionalisation (cf. Blevins, 2014). My data also tells me that
this process is much more significant than the two presented in
previous theory and research.

* The international horizon of Aftonbladet did not expand over the
course of the century. Rather, the perspective shrunk emphasising
Swedish locations more than international ones.
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