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The research questions

• What view of the world did Swedish nineteenth-century newspapers 
offer their readership?
• (how) did the geographic horizon change over the course of the 

century?



2 dominating narratives of the 19th century press

• nationalisation • globalisation



‘time–space compression’ 
starting around 1850
(Harvey 1990, 264–67) 

‘The technology of 
communication and 
transportation and the 
expansion of literacy made it 
possible for more people to 
read about new distant places 
in the newspapers […] human 
consciousness expanded 
across space’
(Kern 1983, 34)

‘öffneten
Kommunikationsräume […] 
vom lokalblatt bis zur
Londoner Times’ 
(Osterhammel 2010, 63)



What about Tidning för Wenersborgs stad och län?



DIGITAL METHOD

• SweNER (Named Enity Recognition)

• No hierarchies between different text categories 

MANUAL METHOD

• Top 500,000 words (not in comparative corpus)

• Search and match in data



The data



The result

Year 1850
• Corpus circa 400,000 words

• N:o loc NER: 1,963 (corrected)
• N:o loc Erik: 1,359 
• Total locs: 3,322
• Unique locs: 305
• 830 locs/100,000 words.

Year 1890
• Corpus c:a 1,700,000 words

• N:o loc NER: 19,914 (corrected)
• N:o loc Erik: 8,129
• Total locs: 28,043
• Unique locs: 1,206
• 1,171 locs/100,000 words.



1850 1890



1850



1890



location Amount State/nation Province
1 Vänersborg 101,5 Sweden Västergötland
2 Göteborg 51,75 Sweden Västergötland/Halland/

Bohuslän
3 Stockholm 40,5 Sweden Södermanland/Uppland
6 Trollhättan 18,25 Sweden Västergötland
7 Malmö 16,75 Sweden Skåne
8 Skara 16 Sweden Västergötland
9 Slesvig 15,25 Denmark/German confed.

10 Alingsås 12,25 Sweden Västergötland
11 Örebro 12,25 Sweden Närke
14 Borås 10,25 Sweden Västergötland
16 Karlstad 9,25 Sweden Värmland
17 Uddevalla 9 Sweden Bohuslän
18 Åmål 9 Sweden Dalsland
19 Uppsala 8,75 Sweden Uppland
20 Jönköping 8,5 Sweden Småland
22 Lidköping 8,25 Sweden Västergötland
23 Berlin 8 Prussia/German confed.
27 Ulricehamn 6,75 Sweden Västergötland
28 Mariestad 6,5 Sweden Västergötland
29 Holstein 6,25 Denmark
33 Köpenhamn 5,75 Denmark
34 Lund 5,75 Sweden Skåne
35 Norrköping 5,75 Sweden Östergötland
36 Falköping 5,5 Sweden Västergötland
37 Kalmar 5,5 Sweden Småland
38 Paris 5,5 France
39 Falkenberg 5 Sweden Halland
40 Hamburg 4,75 Tyska förbundet
41 London 4,75 England
44 Hull 4,25 England
45 Christiania 4 (Sweden-)Norway
47 Kristianstad 4 Sweden
49 Majorna 4 Sweden Västergötland
51 Arvika 3,75 Sweden Värmland
53 Frankfurt 3,75 German confed.

54 Lübeck 3,75 German confed.
56 Wien 3,75 Austrian Empire
57 Flensburg 3,25 Danmark
62 Kiel 3 Denmark/German confed.

Location frequency
per 100,000 words

ß1850 

1890à

Location Amount State/nation Province
1 Vänersborg 251 Sweden Västergötland
2 Göteborg 114 Sweden Västergötland/Halland/Bohuslän
3 Trollhättan 99 Sweden Västergötland
4 Stockholm 98 Sweden Södermanland/Uppland
5 Öxnered 48 Sweden Västergötland
6 Uddevalla 48 Sweden Bohuslän
8 Herrljunga 23 Sweden Västergötland
9 Mellerud 22 Sweden Dalsland
11 Skara 16 Sweden Västergötland
13 Åmål 16 Sweden Dalsland
14 Grästorp 13 Sweden Västergötland
15 Borås 13 Sweden Västergötland
16 Frändefors 13 Sweden Dalsland
18 Paris 13 France
19 Köpenhamn 12 Denmark
20 Alingsås 12 Sweden Västergötland
22 London 11 England
23 Berlin 11 German Empire
24 Marstrand 10 Sweden Bohuslän
25 Jönköping 9 Sweden Småland
26 Malmö 8,7 Sweden Skåne
28 Lund 8,2 Sweden Skåne
29 Brålanda 8,2 Sweden Dalsland
30 Uppsala 8,2 Sweden Uppland
31 Karlstad 8,1 Sweden Värmland
32 Wien 8,1 Sweden
33 Örebro 7,9 Sweden Närke
36 Newcastle 7,6 England
37 Lidköping 7,2 Sweden Västergötland
38 Christiania 7,1 (Sweden-)Norway
39 Lilla Edet 6,9 Sweden Bohuslän
40 Ulricehamn 6,9 Sweden Västergötland
47 New York 5,4 United States
49 Ljungskile 5,2 Sweden Bohuslän
50 Vargön 5,2 Sweden Västergötland
52 Gerdhem 5 Sweden Västergötland
53 Rånnum 4,9 Sweden Västergötland
54 Lysekil 4,9 Sweden Bohuslän
56 Valbo 4,8 Sweden Dalsland
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International perspective of Aftonbladet
• Big daily ”national” newspaper, 

published in Stockholm.

• Corpus 
– 1850: 6,500,000 words
Sample NER loc precision: 

about 79 %

– 1890: 8,000,000 words
Sample NER loc precision:  

about 74 %
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Total mentions of locations within the top 500
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Results

• This study observes a third process of the nineteenth-century press –
one of regionalisation (cf. Blevins, 2014). My data also tells me that 
this process is much more significant than the two presented in 
previous theory and research. 

• The international horizon of Aftonbladet did not expand over the 
course of the century. Rather, the perspective shrunk emphasising 
Swedish locations more than international ones.



Thank you!
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