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A European infrastructure

• CLARIN is the European research infrastructure for language 
resources, primarily aimed at the humanities

• A European Research Infrastructure Consortium (ERIC) with 
19 current member countries, 2 observers and 2 additional 
countries with participating centres

• Active since 2008, ERIC established in 2012, still growing
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Goal

Not forcing a model on the DH or institutionalizing it, but 
contributing an infrastructure and meeting ground which 
aims to make 

“all digital language resources and tools from all over 
Europe and beyond [...] accessible [...] for the support of 
researchers in the humanities and social sciences” 

(Maegaard et al. 2017)
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“Curation, analysis, editing, and modeling comprise 
fundamental activities at the core of DH.” (Burdick et al. 2012)
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Focus on digital language data curation and 
access

• Language is the prime source material in the humanities, a 
rich carrier of human knowledge, emotion, and culture.

• Organized support for digital curation, analysis, editing and 
modeling involves “platforms, tools, and infrastructures” 
which “depend upon the basic building blocks of digital 
activity: digitization, classification, description and 
metadata, organization, and navigation” (Burdick et al. 2012, 
Digital Humanities)

This is what we do!
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Research questions are the driving forces

• Who was the real author of the Dutch national anthem?

• How was American consumer culture depicted in the 
Europe throughout the 20th century?

• How can we make a processing chain for curating and 
preserving oral history?
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Research questions are the driving forces

• Which changing concepts are associated with war in 
newspapers?
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Research questions are the driving forces

• How much polarization is there in social media discourse on 
climate change?

• Which challenges do language learners face in acquiring 
grammatical gender in a different language?

• What do historical documents tell us about the relation 
between gender and work?

• How can we visualize discourse concepts and attitudes by 
politicians of different parties?
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CLARIN priorities

1. Uptake by researchers: outreach to all humanities 
disciplines (researcher training courses, workshops, etc), 
service enhancements for consistent user experience

2. Technical infrastructure: towards an integrated, 
interoperable infrastructure for Open Science (technical 
centres, services, licenses etc.)

3. Knowledge sharing: knowledge centres, video lectures, 
course registry (with DARIAH), annual conference

4. Sustainability: extension to new countries, cooperation with 
GLAM sector, commitments from stakeholders and funders, 
cooperation with other infrastructures
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CLARIN for Open Science

“CLARIN does not see itself as a stand-alone facility, but 
rather as a player in making the vision that is underlying the 
emerging European policies towards Open Science a reality, 
interconnecting researchers across national and discipline 
borders by offering seamless access to data and services in 
line with the FAIR data principles.”

(Maegaard et al. 2017:3)
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FAIR principles

• Findable: data must be registered with a persistent ID and 
items must be collected in a catalog

• Accessible: open access protocol (subject to restrictions), 
clear procedure for authentication and authorization

• Interoperable: documented descriptive vocabulary, 
standards for data and metadata coding

• Re-usable: clear licenses, understandable documentation 
(including provenance), compatibility with community 
standards and tools
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CLARIN catalog

• Virtual Language Observatory (VLO), a registry of Language 
Resources (LRs) http://vlo.clarin.eu

• 1,600,000 records (including recent addition of Europeana 
records)

• Component metadata (CMDI, ISO standard)

• Faceted search

• Persistent identifiers for data objects
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But how will researchers use it?

“... are the barriers to entry that ‘outsiders’ perceive real 
usability issues, or simply points on DH’s learning curve?” 
(Edwards 2012, p. 213)

1. Improvement of usability of data and tools: online 
services with good interfaces and visualizations

2. Increase of user capabilities
a. Knowledge Sharing Infrastructure: K-centres, mobility actions
b. User involvement actions: surveys, improvement of visibility, 

master classes, summer school courses, other training events, 
“Tour de CLARIN”

c. Website with information, showcases
d. Workshops that bring together researchers in focused 

communities
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Responsible Data Science

Fair, Accurate, Confidential and Transparent (FACT) 

Big data are relevant for DH (e.g. distant reading, social media 
mining, network analysis etc.)
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• Provenance included in 
metadata

• Clear licensing practice (with 
CLARIN license categories)

• Analysis tools recommended 
by CLARIN Language 
Resource Switchboard



Conclusion and final remarks

● CLARIN is an infrastructure promoting and supporting 
Open Science for the Digital Humanities

● Wide scope: languages, disciplines, countries, cultures, 
historical time spans

● Participation in EU projects (such as EOSC-hub) and 
cooperation with other infrastructures

● Starting cross-sector collaboration with the GLAM sector 
(Galleries, Libraries, Archives, Museums)

This infrastructure is here for you to use!

(For full references see the paper)
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