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Research questions – cultural heritage collections 

•  History of collections 
– Specific institutions 
– Specific formats 
– What this reveals about identity, culture, society, region, country, etc. 
– Collections and indigenous peoples 
– Collections and the history of knowledge, disciplines, etc. 
– Reunite dispersed collections and items 

•  History of collectors and collecting 
– Relationships 
– Purposes 
– Legacies  
– Reunite dispersed collections and items 

•  Collecting futures 





Axe (kodja), made of stone, resin and wood (BM, Oc.4768) 
Collected King’s George’s Sound, Australia, probably in early 1830s by Dr 
Alexander Collie. Donated to British Museum in 1860s. 



Sainson, Louis de, 
Mokare (1833) 

Dale, Robert, 
Panoramic View of 
King George’s 
Sound (1834) [part] 



ResearchSpace and Collecting the West 
•  Combine W.A. institutional collections data into a common semantic space 

•  Link them to British and European collections data, e.g., British Museum 
 
•  Enable researchers to add, analyse and annotate 

•  Photographic collections as the initial focus 

•  Software: ResearchSpace and nodegoat 

Dwyer, J. J.  
Two women with pets, 
Kalgoorlie, W.A., 1907  
(WA Museum GM01494) 









Collection Size Digital metadata record Digitised resource

Ashmolean 1,000,000 330,000 36% 60,000 6%

Oxford Botanic Garden 30,000 7,500 25% 7,500 25%

Museum of the History of
Science

45,000 40,000 89% 8,000 18%

Museum of Natural History 6,250,000 152,000 2.4% 15,000 0.24%

Pitt Rivers Museum 650,000 430,000 65% 240,000 35%

Bodleian Library Published
(Print+Electronic)

12,000,000 12,000,000 100% 1.5M 12%

Bodleian Special
Collections

18 kilometres ? 48% ? ?

Source:	Catríona	Cannon	and	Chris2ne	Madsen,	The	Future	of	Finding	at	the	University	of	Oxford	(CNI	Fall	
2016	Membership	Mee2ng,	12-13	December	2016)							
hFps://www.slideshare.net/mccarthymadsen/the-future-of-finding-at-the-university-of-oxford-cni-
fall-2016		
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Specific Research Questions 

•  Trace the history and movement across time and space of a single manuscript 

•  Trace the history and movement across time and space of a group of 
manuscripts, selected using one of the following criteria, or by a combination of 
two or more of these criteria:  

–  similar place of origin; same current location (place / institution / collection);  
–  same language; similar subject; similar text; same period of origin;  
–  same current or previous owner(s); same collection at the same time 

•  For manuscripts of a particular type, or from a particular group: 
–  Find the number or proportion which are now in institutional collections; 
–  Find the number or proportion which are in private collections; 
–  Show how these numbers and proportions changed over time 

•  Find the connections between specific actors, and also between specific 
manuscripts or groups of manuscripts 







Mitch Fraas (2014) “Past possessors of Penn’s codex manuscripts in yellow linked 
with others who possessed the same manuscript” 
http://mappingbooks.blogspot.co.uk/2014/01/charting-former-owners-of-penns-codex.html 





•  Virtual Laboratory for the humanities  

•  Aggregates 32 different data sources from 15 data 
providers 

•  Contains nearly 18 million entities (Person, 
Organization, Place, Concept, Work, Event) 

•  Users can link entities and create relationships 

•  Users can create collections and categorize entities 

•  Graph-based searches: all reachable nodes; shortest 
path between two nodes 

Humanities Networked Infrastructure (HuNI) 











 
Best practice – reuse of collections data 

•  Ensure that collections data are publicly available  
•  Ensure that collections data can be extracted – 

preferably by downloading as well as via APIs 
•  Data can be extracted in easily reusable formats 

(e.g., CSV, XML) 
•  Not just the data associated with digital collections – 

all metadata are required 
•  Licensing for reuse should be made clear – preferably 

CC-BY or better  

 



Addresses 

Collecting the West:  http://collectingthewest.org 
 
Mapping Manuscript Migrations:  http://mappingmanuscriptmigrations.org   

OXLOD:    https://www.glam.ox.ac.uk/oxford-linked-open-data-pilot 
 
HuNI Virtual Laboratory:  http://huni.net.au  
 

Toby Burrows:  @TobyBurrows  toby.burrows@oerc.ox.ac.uk 
 


