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Abstract:

This poster presents a sample of the Cultural Studies BA program’s Digital Leap project called KuKa
Digi. The Digital Leap is a university wide project that aims to support digitalization in both learning
and teaching in the new degree programs at the University of Helsinki. For more information on the

University of Helsinki’s Digital Leap program, please refer to: http://blogs.helsinki.fi/digiloikka/ . The

new Bachelor’s Program in Cultural Studies, was among the projects selected for the 2018-2019 round
of the Digital Leap. The primary goal of the KuKa Digi project is to produce meaningful digital material
for both teaching and learning purposes. The KuKa Digi project aims to develop the program’s courses,
learning environments and materials into a more digital direction. Another goal of the project is to
produce an introductory MOOC —course on Cultural Studies for university students, as well as students
studying for their A-levels, who may be planning to apply for the Cultural Studies BA program. Finally,
we will write a research article to assess the use of digital environments in teaching and learning
processes within Cultural Studies BA program. Kuka Digi —project encourages students and teachers to
co-operatively plan digital learning environments that are also useful in building up students’ academic

portfolio and enhance their working life skills.

The core idea of the project is to create a digital platform or database for teachers, researchers and
students in the field of Cultural Studies. Academic networking sites do exist, however they are not
without issues. Many of them are either not accessible, or very useful for students, who have not
developed their academic careers very far yet. In addition to this, some of these sites are only partially
free of charge. The digital platform will act as a place where students, teachers and researchers alike can
have the opportunity to network, advertise their expertise and specialization as well as, come into contact
with the media, cultural agencies, companies and much more. The general vision for this platform is that
it will be user friendly, flexible as well as, act as an “academic Linked In”. The database will be available
in Finnish, Swedish and English. The database will include the current students, teachers and experts,

who are associated with the program. Furthermore, the platform will include a feature called the digital
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portfolio. This will be especially useful for our students, as it is intended to be a digital tool with which
they can develop their own expertise within the field of Cultural Studies. Finally, the portfolio will act
as a digital business card for the students. The Project poster presented at the conference illustrates the

ideas and concepts for the platform in more detail.

For more information on the project and its other goals, please refer to the project blog at:

http://blogs.helsinki.fi/kuka-digi/




